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In His Keeping 


By the late Ida A. Guirey 
Jude 24 


N OUR Saviour’s blessed keeping 
What security, what rest! 
All our care to Him committing, 
Of His peace possessed. 
Falls no shadow when we're standing 
On the everlasting Word 
Upward looking and rejoicing 
In our blessed Lord. 


There is strength for every burden, 
There is light upon our way, 
And a satisfying portion 
For our need each day. 
There’s a “Fount of every blessing,” 
There are streams of wondrous grace, 
And a glory always shining 
“In the secret place.” 





Miss Ida A. Guirey, whose Christian 
verse has appeared in the Trmes from time 
to time since 1934, went to be with her 
Lord on July 15, after a‘short illness. She 
was eighty-three years old. 


Working Out Salvation 


Contrasts are typical of the Chris- 
tian life. It is marked by inward peace 
and outward tribulation; deep-seated 


joy in the Lord and sorrow over our 
own sins, sad conditions in the world, 
and the trials of loved ones and 
friends; triumphs in service, and foot- 
by-foot opposition from the Devil; 
mountaintop experiences at conferences 


and desperate struggles with the powers 
of evil in the arena of everyday life. 
A puzzling admonition of the Apostle 
Paul's is: “Work out your own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling” (Phil. 
2:12). But, says someone, I thought 
we were saved by grace and not by 
works! It will help to look more closely 
at this text and its context, and also get 
a side light on it from two well-known 
Greek scholars. It does not say “work 
for” but “work out your own salvation.” 
We are to learn how to use and apply 
in our daily life the great wealth that 
God has given us in Christ. It is not 
enough for a lawyer to tell an heir that 
he has inherited a fortune from his 
uncle: he must learn how to invest it 
and put it to good use. “With fear and 
trembling” seems only to add to the 
difficulty of interpreting this text, in 
the light of other Scriptures. Conybeare 
and Howson have a helpful note at this 
point: “We have already remarked 
that with anxiety and self-distrust is a 
nearer representation of the Pauline 
phrase .. . than the literal English of 
the words with fear and trembling, as 
appears by the use of the same phrase 
(1 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor. 7:15; Eph. 6:6).” 
They explain, further, that the two 
thoughts here are “a fear Of failure” 
and “an eager anxiety.” It is not the 
fear of losing one’s salvation, or the 
kind of anxious care against which the 
Lord Jesus and Paul warned us; for our 
salvation rests on Christ’s finished work, 


and we are to.be diligent in learning 
all that it means for our life here and 
now, as well as for eternity. The prin- 
cipal means God has provided for this 
working out of our salvation are Bible 
study and prayer. We have the assur- 
ance that the Holy Spirit will lead us 
as we earnestly desire to know and 
apply the truth. “But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost .. . shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you” (John 14:26); “the Spirit 
of truth . . . will guide you into all 
truth .. .” (John 16:13). It has been 
said that when there are hard places 
in Scripture, the key hangs nearby; 
and so it is with this difficulty. The 
following verse reads, “For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 
Here is the answer to the heart cry of 
the conscience-smitten believer who 
knows God's will but sometimes won- 
ders in desperation how his own will 
can be brought into complete subjec- 
tion. Here is the assurance of divine 
power at the spring of action, that is, 
the will. True, our deliverance from 
the penalty and power of sin depends 
entirely on Christ; but, like a diamond, 
His work has many facets and the riches 
of His grace are infinite. Let us be 
diligent to learn all that His great sal- 
vation should mean to us personally, 
and rejoice that He is working in our 
hearts to produce the right actions. 


The Backward Look 


By Douglas C. Hartley 


UCH of the misconception of 
M God’s plans and purposes for 
the believer, and of the ill- 
founded theology of the false cults is 
caused by taking Scripture without re- 
gard to circumstance and context. Con- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God?” (John 11:40.) 
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sidered in this light the admonitions of 
Genesis 19:17 and Luke 9:62 may ap- 
pear to support the view that in the 
Christian walk there is no place for 
the backward look. Such, however, is 
not the case. 

The backward look can, nay, is in- 
tended to be a means of inspiration and 
a prime source of spiritual growth. 
Rightly used it should foster a stronger 
faith and a closer walk with God. 

Consider the texts mentioned. We 
are told that “the angels hastened Lot, 
saying, . . . Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in 
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all the plain; escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed.” 

Everyday choices are likely to reveal 

Spiritual conditions. Lot chose the 
pleasant, well-watered plain where life 
would be easy and his flocks fat. His 
main interest had become the wealth of 
this life; and “where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also” (Matt. 
_6:21). His choice placed Lot and his 
family where sin was rampant and 
among people who were so vile that 
God was forced to destroy them. 

It is not possible to associate closely 
with sinners in their defilement with- 
out sacrificing the holiness that God 
intends should be the everyday experi- 
ence of His children through Christ. 
“Lot sat in the gate of Sodom”—which 
shows that he was a councilor or pos- 
sibly mayor of the city. As such he 
could not escape decisions that eventu- 
ally would mean either compromise or 
final repudiation by the wicked citizens, 

The command to escape from the 
plain to the mountains was not just a 
physical demand. The plain repre- 
sents a low state—sin and corrupt liv- 
ing. God wanted to get Lot away from 
questionable associations to the moun- 
taintop of righteousness; from the 
company of vile, incorrigible sinners to 
companionship with Himself. The com- 
mand to “look not behind thee” was a 
warning to cut clean from the old life, 
to have no regrets, but to look forward 
joyfully to the resurrected Christ—to 
“look and live.” 

But the bonds of sin are strong, and 
Lot’s wife had a divided interest. She 
wanted salvation, but she wanted more 
the things of this world. We cannot 
reach out and grasp the hand of God 
without letting go of the world. That 
is what the Lord Jesus meant when 


He spoke the words of our other Scrip- 


ture portion, “No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 
9:26). If there is regret; professed re- 
pentance—without which there can be 
no forgiveness—is but an‘empty ges- 
ture. In this respect there is no room 
for the backward look. 

Rightly used, however, there is profit 
in it. There can be no intelligent future 
without an intensive review of the past. 
Improvement in things spiritual comes 
only through the enabling power of 
God, but the Holy Spirit is constantly 
searching us to try us to see if there 
is any sin in us. As in business, there 
must be a spiritual stocktaking. The 
triumphs and failures both of_indi- 
viduals and of nations, particularly 
God’s people, Israel, are recorded for 
our benefit, 

The Gospels would never have been 
written without the backward look of 
their authors who recalled past asso- 
ciations and utterances of the earthly 
sojourn of our Lord and Saviour. The 
Lord Jesus Himself repeatedly brought 
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to the minds of His hearers the age-old 
prophecies concerning His coming, His 
passion as a means~ to God’s perfect 
purpose, and the events of His coming 
again. 

The prolific pen of the Apostle Paul 
dipped heavily “into the lives of the 
patriarchs and reviewed the former 
dispensation as related to our present 
age of grace. A worthy example is 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. Paul pref- 
aced such writings as the Letter to the 
Romans and to the Ephesians with ref- 
erence to God’s perfect plan far back 
in antiquity. 

The Old Testament looked forward 
in promise to a glorious future through 
Christ, while the New looks back to 
its fulfillment in Him on Calvary. Peter 
opens his remarks with what was in 
the foreknowledge of God, while John 
begins his Letters with, “That which 
was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life” (1 John 1:1). 

David, whose heart was “perfect with 
the Lord his God” -(1 Kings 15:3) 
and of whom God testifies that he “kept 
my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart, to do that only 


(Continued on page 626) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Staff of Life 


I am informed that in at least one 
place (in the Psalms, I think) the 
passage re “strengthening the heart” 
refers to the physical heart. Could 
you, in the “Open Letter” Depart- 
ment, tell me if this is correct and 
give the chapter and verse? 

Enclosed is a clipping from our Bos- 
ton Daily Globe which seems close 
to blasphemous, and I hope you can 
soon comment on it in the Times. To 
think we are sacrificing to send mis- 
sionaries. to. carry the true Gospel to 
African (and other) Moslems, and our 
(supposed) Christian pulpits are be- 
ing opened to their religionists, who 
completely debase womanhood, and 
murder (if they can) every Moslem 
who turns to our Saviour! 

The Times has been our stand-by 
for many years. Long may it con- 
‘tinue to teach the true Gospel—A 
Massachusetts reader. 

Psalm 104:14, 15 reads thus: “He 
causeth the grass to grow for the cat- 
tle, and herb for the service of man: 
that he may bring forth food out of 
the earth; and wine that maketh glad 
the heart of man, and oil to make his 
face to shine, and bread which strength- 
eneth man’s heart.” A translation of 
one good French rendering of the clause 
about bread is, “And bread that sus- 
tains man’s heart.” It seems quite evi- 
dent that this refers to literal bread 
and the literal heart, or man’s life. 


August 10, 1957 


From “The Treasury of David,” Spur. 
geon’s exposition of the Psalms (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House), the following is 
taken: 

“Bread which strengtheneth man’s 
heart.’ In hunger not only the strength 
is prostrated, but the natural courage 
is also abated. Hunger has no enter- 
prise, emulation, nor courage. But 
when, in such circumstances, a little 
bread is received into the stomach, 
even before concoction can have time 
to prepare it for nutriment, the strength 
is restored, and the spirits revived. This 
is a surprising effect; and it has not 
yet been satisfactorily accounted for. 
—Adam Clarke. 

“‘Bread which strengtheneth man’s 
heart.’ In Homer’s Odyssey we meet 
with the expression ‘Bread, the mar- 
row of men.’” 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown com- 
ment on “bread”: “Here its strength- 
ening property is noticed as distin- 
guished from the gladdening effects of 
wine and Oil, which are more of luz- 
uries than necessaries.” 

Matthew Henry says: “To make us 
thankful let us consider, [1] That God 
not only provides for us, but for our 
servants. The cattle that are of use to 
man are particularly taken care of: 
grass is made to grow in great abun- 
dance for them, when the young lions, 
that are not for the service of man, 
often lack and suffer hunger. [2] That 
our food is nigh us, and ready to us. 
Having our habitation on the earth, 
there we have our storehouse, and de- 
pend not on the merchants’ ships 
that bring food from afar (Prov. 31:14). 
[3] That we have even from the prod- 
ucts of the earth, not only for necessity, 
but for ornament and delight, so good 
a Master do we serve. First, Does 
nature call for something to support it, 
and repair its daily decays? Here is 
bread, which strengthens man’s heart, 
and is therefore called the staff of life; 
let none who have that complain of 
want.” 

It is well that this reader used the 
term “supposed Christian pulpits,” for 
the newspaper announced that “repre- 
sentatives of the Moslem faith from a 
half dozen Middle Eastern countries 
will occupy pulpits Sunday in many 
Universalist churches from coast to 
coast. . . . The program, sponsored by 
the Universalist Service Committee, 
seeks to increase cultural and religious 
understanding between’ the liberal 
Christian Community and the Moslem 
world.” An advertisement labeled “Uni- 
versalist” also announced “Moslem 
Friendship Sunday, May 19.” The Uni- 
versalist Church does not deserve the 
name Christian, because it does not 
accept the New Testament teaching that 
only those are saved who receive Christ 
as Saviour. John 1:12 and Acts 4:12 
are two verses that refute their posi- 
tion, 
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TIDWELL BIBLE Li-RARY 


(3) 615 


lll. Demon-Obsession in a Believer’s Life 
How a Chinese. Christian was healed . 


by a witch 


HAVE already stated that believers 
I cannot be possessed by evil spirits, 

as that would mean the Holy Spirit 
had given place to the Devil (Eph. 
4:27), a thing He would never do. How- 
ever, I have suggested a born-again 
believer may have his mind obsessed 
by a demon. We had one such case in 
Manchuria. 

Lao-t’sao lived in a mountainous dis- 
trict, in a village where was a small 
Assembly. He was a devout Chris- 
tian but he suffered from tuberculosis, 
and had to endure persecution from 
his wife, because he was so frail. He 
eked out a poor living as a charcoal 
burner. When feeling strong enough 
he would climb to the tops of well 
wooded peaks and there would fell 
scrub oak and prepare charcoal. Each 
time T’sao went to and from work, he 
was obliged to pass the small hut of 
a renowned witch, who claimed power 
over Kuel (“demons”), and she was 
known to have brought about some 
wonderful cures in the case of very sick 
men and women. Each time the witch 
caught T’sao passing her door she 
would have a pleasant word with him, 
and sometimes would sympathize with 
him. On occasion she would say, “T’sao, 
Great Brother, if only you would wor- 
ship the Fox, the Weasel, or the Black 
Snake, I promise you will lose your 
tuberculosis, and you will be as strong 
as other men, so that you can earn more 
money, and better still, you will be 
able to regain your wife’s respect.” 


Yielding to Demon Power 

Having this constantly brought before 
him, T’sao began to toy with the idea 
of burning incense to and worshiping 
one or another of the renowned pow- 
erful spirits which were under the 
control of the witch. T’sao did not tell 
any of his brethren of the temptation 
he was undergoing and finally he suc- 
cumbed to the witch’s blandishments. 
However, T’sao said he would worship 
the Black Snake on condition he be 
allowed to keep his two holy books— 
meaning his Bible and hymnbook. To 
this the witch readily agreed, because 
she knew nothing of the power of “the 
word of truth.” T’sao had to pay the 
witch a certain fee, and was told to 
buy a bundle of incense sticks, The 
witch divined and chose a lucky day 
for the ceremony, 

On the morning for the worship-rite, 
the witch made a ring of wood ash on 
the ground, and on the northern side 
of it she placed an incense burner, T’sao 
had to light all the incense sticks and 


Here is the story of a frail man 
suffering from tuberculosis who 
was cured and made robust by a 
sinister power, but he paid an awful 
price. It involves a black snake 
called up by a sorceress and a mys- 
terious rite by a circle of wood 
ashes. In this third article in his 
series of four, Mr. Tharp describes 
what he knew personally of the 
results of this traffic with the Devil. 
His concluding article will be pub- 
lished next week. 





then kneel outside the ring opposite 
the burning incense. The witch pro- 
ceeded to chant incantations, and seem- 
ingly from nowhere a black snake 
slithered into the ring from the nearby 
shrubbery, and coiled itself within the 
ring. T’sao then had to Ke-Tou, i.e., 
beat his head on the ground a pre- 
scribed number of times, after which 
the ceremony was over. 

Some few months following this 
event, I, with my wife, visited Kuai- 
Peng-Kou for a series of meetings. We 
missed T’sao from the gatherings, but 
knew nothing of the circumstances 
which kept him away. One beautiful 
evening we were sitting on the moun- 
tainside when a strong looking man 
descending the mountain passed in 
front of us with a pickax on his shoul- 
der. He actually hurried past us and 
did not speak to us, which was most 
unusual, After he had gone a little 
distance I turned to my wife and said, 


- 











A Hindering Wall 


LONG to prosper him in all his ways, 
To give him quiet nights and peaceful 
days; 

But if I do, he’ll lose himself from Me, 

My outstretched hand he will not wait 
to see. 

I'll place a hindering wall before his feet, 

There he will wait and there we two 
will meet. 

I do it not in wrath for broken laws 

Or willful disobedience, but because 

I want him nearer, and I cannot wait 

For him to come, for he might wander 
late; 

My child will wonder, will not under- 
stand, 

Still half in doubt, he’ll clasp my out- 
stretched hand; . 

But when at last upon My heart he leans 

He will have ceased to wonder what 
it means. 

—Author unknown. 


By EDWIN J. THARP, F.R.GS. 


“That man looked uncommonly like 
Brother T’sao, but it could not possibly 
be he, because he always looks so thin 
and emaciated.” But at the meeting 
that night I inquired after T’sao and 
was told of all that had taken place; 
and furthermore the brethren said he 
was now fat and strong and could do a 
full day’s work with any of the other 
charcoal burners. Special prayer was 
made, nightly, for our brother who had 
given place to the Devil and had been 
ensnared (Eph. 4:27, and 2 Tim. 2:26). 
I recall one night, after we had been 
there about three weeks, when we were 
all upon our knees, we heard someone 
come into the small hall, and soon 
afterward we heard T’sao weeping and 
confessing his sin, and pleading for 
forgiveness! T’sao was fully restored 
to the Lord and fellowship with the 
Assembly, but within three months he 
lost all his strength and died from 
rapid decline! It appeared T’sao had 
begun to read his Bible while resting 
at noon, and the Holy Spirit convinced 
him that he had sinned, and this led 
to repentance and confession, and de- 
liverance from the obsessing snare of 
the Devil. I quote this instance of a 
truly born-again child of God, having 
had his mind obsessed by demoniacal 
power, 
Warning Against Dealings With Demons 
The Old Testament Scriptures warned 
Israel against any manner of dealings 
with those who seemed to be directly 
connected with any form of demonism 
or spiritism. We read in Deuteronomy 
18:9-11, “When thou art come into the 
land’ which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after 
the abominations of those nations. 
There shalt not be found among you 
any one that .. . useth divination, or 
an observer of times, or an enchanter, 
... Or a consulter with familiar spirits, 
or @ wizard, or a necromancer.” For- 
tunetellers and astrologers of today 
would come under this category. Years 
ago on the West Coast at the close of an 
address on Demonology, we contacted 
two Assembly believers who were di- 
rectly connected with the occult. One 
was earning her living by reading tea 
leaves from a cup, in a large depart- 
ment store, and the other went peri- 
odically to a fortuneteller! Neither 
thought “there was any harm” in what 
they were doing, but both had lost the 
joy of salvation. It is always dangerous 
to toy with the ouija board, er to have 
“one’s fortune told,” “just for fun”! 


(To be continued) 








616 (4) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 






August 10, 1957 





: A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and wemings from all the world 





Journal.—_In my opinion, one of 
the most significant, fully docu- 
mented and factual missionary jour- 
nals now being published is the Japan 
Harvest, the official organ of the Evan- 
gelical Missionary Association of Japan. 
No other journal with which I am 
acquainted brings together quite so 
much statistical material and reveals 
such keen awareness of the dangers of 
Modernism. The spring issue for 1957 
carries the following articles (pages 
measure 12x8 inches and appear in 
double columns): “Presbyterianism in 
Japan,” by Dr. W. A. Mclllwaine (12 
columns), with a full discussion of the 
infiltration of Modernism during the 
twentieth century; “Barthianism in 
Japan,” by the Rev. Tamekichi Saito, 
a member of the Reformed Church in 
Japan, and graduate of the Japan The- 
ological Seminary and Westminster 
Theological Seminary of Philadelphia. 
Pages 12 and 13 contain an informa- 
tive chart of the Bible schools, colleges, 
and seminaries located in Japan, giving 
address, purpose, enrollment, etc. These 
institutions now number thirty-one. 
Another chart indicates the evangelical 
Bible correspondence courses available 
in 1957. A well-informed writer sur- 
veys the sub-orthodox literature now 
appearing in Japan, 

I should like to recommend this peri- 
odical to all who are interested in mis- 
sions in the Far East. The annual sub- 
scription fee is $1.50, which can be 
sent to the American office, P.O. Box 
757, Elyria, Ohio. 


Christian Truth in Congress.—The 
use of the Word of God and Christian 
truth in the debates of Congress from 
the time of the Continental Congress 
has been a subject of interest to me 
for years. I have often suggested it 
as a theme for investigation to men 
working for degrees in American his- 
tory. It will be interesting to see how 
the Word of God is used in the long 
discussions now going on in the Senate 
over Civil Rights. To date only the 
report of the first day, July 8, has come 
to my desk, but included in it is an 
excellent paragraph from the speech of 
Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney of Wyo- 
ming: 

“The improvement of ethical stand- 
ards and the improvement of spiritual 
standards come not from adherence to 
forced laws or submission to forced 
laws, but from following the teachings 
of high religious concepts. We know 
perfectly well, those of us who believe 
in Almighty God, that God made men 
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equal and that He made them free. We 
know that God Almighty could have 
prevented, if He had so desired, any 
force to guide the conduct of His sons 
upon earth. He could have prevented 
murder and rapine, and all other crimes, 
even those that are committed in the 
name of religion itself. However, God 
Almighty did not do that. He laid 
down the Ten Commandments as 
guides, because He wanted freemen to 
reach the great height from which 
[some of] the angels were banished 
because of their unwillingness to fol- 
low the high spiritual concepts in 
which we believe.” 


Missionary News.—The Missionary 
Broadcaster for June, 1957, carries the 
following encouraging news items: 

“The Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance sent out 103 new missionaries dur- 
ing 1956. This brings the total num- 
ber of CMA missionaries to 786. The 
General Council has set a goal of 1,000 
missionaries by 1960.” 


“Approximately 100,000 people 
thronged about the opén-air rally that 
ushered in the Eastern Asia Christian 
Conference in Indonesia March 20. It 
was the largest crowd ever to attend a 
Protestant meeting in the East Indies. 
The rally was held near the spot where, 
in 1834, two American missionaries 
were slain for daring to venture near 
what was regarded as a holy lake. To- 
day more than half of the 1,200,000 
Bataks of Sumatra are Protestant 
Christians.” 

“For the first time since 1940, when 
all mission schools were ordered closed 
by the government, the Iranian’ Gov- 
ernment has approved of the opening 
of a missionary school. A Teheran 
newspaper has announced authorization 
by the Ministry of Education of the 
founding of a vocational schoot by 
Seventh-Day Adventists.” 


During 1957 the Moravian Church is 
celebrating its 500th anniversary. Actu- 
ally, its origin may be dated 1415, with 
the followers of John Huss. In spite 
of persecution the church grew to em- 
brace four hundred congregations that 
numbered 200,000 members by the time 
of Martin Luther. These pre-Reforma- 
tion Protestants came to America in 
1735. Moravian interest in missions be- 
gan as early as 1732, and today there 
are nearly three times as many Moravi- 
ans in foreign mission churches as in 
the home churches. Present statistics 
reveal that there are approximately 
55,000 Moravians in America, and about 
300,000 throughout the world, 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Religious Announcements at Prince- 
ton University—Many strange things 
go on in various important centers of 
influence in our country which get 
crowded out of our newspapers, often 
by long accounts of some hideous 
crime, which a week after its occur- 
rence will never be heard of again, and 
which has no vital relationship to the 
powerful currents of thought and in- 
fluence that carry us on to a destiny 
that only the children of God can con- 
template with any joy. 

This was borne in upon me anew 
recently when I spent two quiet days 
in the lovely village of Princeton, N. J., 
a place I have always loved. Now we 
have all seen rather extended accounts 
of the tremendous repercussions 
among the alumni of Princeton Uni- 
versity regarding the invitation ex- 
tended a year ago to Mr. Alger Hiss 
to speak before one of the University 
literary clubs. But I must say that I 
had not seen any notice, in any of the 
Eastern papers, nor in any weekly 
journal, of a far greater upheaval on 
the campus at Princeton relating to 
the question of Roman Catholicism at 
that place. 

In a bookstore at Princeton I discov- 
ered a large, double-column, quarto- 
size brochure, by Professor Emeritus 
George W. Elderkin, entitled, “The Ro- 
man Catholic Controversy on the Cam- 
pus of Princeton University,” Part III, 
June, 1957. I was told that Parts I and 
II had been out of print for some time 
and I do not know what was in them. 

All of this revolves around Father 
Hugh Halton, a Dominican priest, quite 
adequately educated, chaplain of the 
Catholic students at the University, and 
head of the campus Aquinas Founda- 
tion (located at Stockton Street and 
Library Place). 

The first explosion occurred in May, 
1955, when Father Halton delivered 
four sermons attacking Dr. Walter T. 
Stace, Professor of Philosophy for 
nearly forty years at Princeton, Ac- 
cording to a famous article of his in 
the Atlantic Monthly, Stace is an athe- 
ist. It was about time someone spoke 
up regarding the influence of Profes- 
sor Stace at Princeton University, 
which was founded by Presbyterians 
and even up into this century had an 
outstanding Calvinist as its president, 
Dr, Francis L. Patton, who was presi- 
dent of Princeton University from 1888- 
1902, and president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary for the eleven years 
following. 

Father Halton has been accused by 
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many at Princeton of trying to bring 
undue Roman Catholic influence to bear 
upon that once Presbyterian university. 
He is as vigorous a Dominican priest 
as may be found in our country today 
and loves a fight—and don’t think that 
they do not call each other by ugly 
terms in the publications on the cam- 
pus of Princeton University. 

I am not going into this conflict, for 
the literature is extensive, and prob- 
ably nothing would be gained by at- 
tempting to summarize it here in these 
columns. ll this I have written as a 
preface to a fact that I would now like 
to call to the attention of my readers. 

Princeton University, like all great 
universities in our country, and abroad, 
issues weekly bulletins announcing the 
principal events of that week on the 
campus—special lectures, exhibits, con- 
certs, etc. My latest days at Princeton 
immediately followed this year’s Com- 
mencement Exercises, closing on June 
18. The' Weekly Bulletin for June 10-18 
was still posted in many placeS at 
Princeton, the proprietor of one of 
which very kindly gave me their copy 
which I have before me. 

Two items on this Weekly Bulletin 
frankly mystify me, and I would like 
really to know what is behind it. In 
the second column under the date for 
Sunday, June 16, Baccalaureate Sunday, 
there is first the announcement of a 
baccalaureate address by the retiring 
president, Harold W. Dodds, in the Uni- 
versity chapel at 11 am. On the same 
day President and Mrs. Dodds gave a 
garden party, and in the evening there 
was a concert of the university concert 
band. I have omitted one item follow- 
ing the announcement of the bacca- 
laureate address, and I am now quoting 
it exactly as it appears on this bulletin: 
“Roman Catholic Holy Mass. The Rev. 
Dr. Hugh Halton. The Aquinas Founda- 
tion. Stockton Street at Library Place, 
8, 9.30, and 11 am.” Now there is no 
other religious announcement for that 
entire week except this Roman Catho- 
lic Mass. What I would like to know 
is why does Princeton University an- 
nounce a Roman Catholic Mass on its 
final Weekly Bulletin for Commence- 
ment Week, without even hinting that 
there are eight or ten Protestant 
churches in that city also holding serv- 
ices on that day? This University, as 
I have said, was founded by Presbyte- 
rians, and had been in the hands of 
Presbyterians for over a century, and 
the Presbyterian Church is approxi- 
mately on the very campus of the Uni- 
versity, but there is no announcement 
in this bulletin of any service there. 

And that is not all. Below the list 
of events for that week are details con- 
cerning the commencement academic 
procession, a list of exhibitions that 
can be seen daily, an extended list of 
summer. hours for the University 
library, and then the following an- 
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nouncement: “Roman Catholic. Holy 
Mass, Monday through Saturday, 7.15 
a.m. Confession Saturday, 7.30 to 9.00 
p.m. or by appointment. The Rev. Dr. 
Hugh Halton, The Aquinas Foundation. 
Stockton Street at Library Place.” 

Is the Aquinas Foundation the only 
religious institution in Princeton today 
holding any weekday services? 

It looks to me as though in this year- 
long bitter controversy the Roman 
Catholic Church has won a great vic- 
tory, so that though not more than 
twelve per cent of the students at 
Princeton University are members of 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Ro- 
man Church is getting exclusive atten- 
tion in the Weekly Bulletin of Com- 
mencement Week. I wonder what 


pressures were put upon the University | 


for such publicity 4s this, and I also 
wonder if they would have been will- 
ing to give the Protestant churches the 
same notices if they had been asked. 


Bible Study in Israel—At a press 
conference in Jerusalem this spring, 
Mr. H. Gevaryahu, chairman and 
founder of the Israel Society for Bib- 
lical Research, reported a phenomenal 
interest in the study of the Bible in 
the State of Israel. The following ex- 
cerpts are from the Jewish Agency’s 
Digest: 

“A cultural awakening is now being 
felt among the people, together with 
a desire for the profound study of seri- 
ous cultural values. Some people al- 
ready discern the beginnings of a spir- 
itual revival, following the © lethargy 
that set in during the early years of 
the establishment of the State. One 
of the expressions of this encouraging 
process is to be seen in the increase in 
the number of Bible students in Israel 
and in the expansion of the Israél So- 
ciety for Biblical Research, which now 
maintains branches in towns, villages, 
and kibbutzim, all over the country. 
These branches are engaged through- 
out the year in the study of various 
topics connected with the Bible, but 
during the spring months the activities 
take on a wider national form. . 

“The study of the Bible occupies a 
preponderantly important place in the 
curriculum of elementary and second- 
ary schools in Israel, from 20 to 30 per 
cent of the total hours of tuition being 
devoted to a study of Scripture, Bib- 
lical commentaries, and ancillary sub- 
jects. Pupils passing out of secondary 
schools must show a general knowl- 
edge of the Bible as a whole and a fun- 
damental knowledge ,of something like 
400-500 chapters, 

“There are. upward of 1,000 teachers 
of the Bible in Israel, including about 
300 Biblical experts and 100 scholars 
who devote their time exclusively to 
research in the Bible and its teaching. 
Of the latter, some 50 have reached in- 
ternational standards of seholarship. 
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“About twenty works of research in 
all fields of Biblical scholarship are 
published annually in this country. 
Among the most outstanding are the 
Biblical Encyclopedia and the Concord- 
ance of the Bible, which have been 
acclaimed throughout the world, and 
Professor Ezekiel Kaufmann’s monu- 
mental work, ‘The History of Religion 
in Israel,’ a translation of which is 
shortly to appear in English. Mention 
may also be made of Bet Mikra, a quar- 
terly devoted to Biblical research. 
Steps are being taken with a view to 
the establishment of a World Jewish 
Institute for the dissemination of Bib- 
lical knowledge among world Jewry.” 


Sunday School Enrollment.—The Bu- 
reau of Research and Survey of the 
National Council of Churches has in 
the last few years released two statis- 
tical reports relative to Sunday school, 
one in 1952 and another in 1955. In 
the latter survey, 39 Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox denominations sup- 
plied information on the number of 
students enrolled in Sunday school. 
The 1952 survey revealed that 50.8 per 
cent of our total population had no 
religious affiliation whatever. In the 
1955 report we are told that only 21.1 
per cent of the young people in our 
country between the ages of twelve 
and twenty-three are enrolled as pupils 
or teachers in any Protestant Sunday 
school. “This means that nearly 80 
per cent of our young people in this 
age category are either without any 
religious training or are being reached 
by other than Protestant Sunday 
schools.” 


Evangelical Bookstores.—Dr. Harold 
B. Sweet, executive secretary of Evan- 
gelical Literature Overseas, said in a 
recent interview that, to the best of his 
knowledge the Congo-Swahili area, 
with 4,500,000 inhabitants, has only two 
evangelical bookstores. There are but 
two stores of this nature in the coun- 
try of Italy today. 


New Postage Stamps.—For those in- 
terested in religious themes on postage 
stamps, two announcements in the Lon- 
don Jewish Chronicle should be noted. 
A stamp recently issued by the Egyp- 
tian Government (value, 10 mills) bears 
a map of the Gaza Strip. The legend 
on the panel, in Hebrew, Greek, and 
English, reads, “Gaza, part of Arab 
Nation.” On the map, the word over the 
country Israel is not Israel, but simply 
Bareed, which means post. 

The Pitcairn Islands have issued a 
stamp, of two pence value, of the 
Queen Elizabeth Series, in commemo- 
ration of the famous. Mutiny on the 
Bounty. ‘The stamp depicts the Bounty 
Bible, now preserved on the Islands, 
and carries a portrait of John, Adams, 
last survivor of the mutineers whose 
descendants still live on Pitcairn. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. AUG. 25. AMOS, CRUSADER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS (Temperance) 
Amos; printed text, 1:1; 6:4-7; 7:10-15 
Golden Text.—Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live.—Amos 5:14 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Amos 1:1 The words of Amos, who was among the herd- 
men of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days 
of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the 
son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 


Chap. 6:4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the 
flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall; 

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to them- 
selves instruments of musick, like David; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with 
the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the afflic- 
tion of Joseph. 

7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that 
go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched them- 
selves shall be removed. 


Chap, 7:10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to 


Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired 
against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land 
is not able to bear all his words, 

11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their 
own land. \ 

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee 
thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and 
prophesy there: 

13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it 
is the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herd- 
man, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 

15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lorp said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


MOS must not be confused with 

Amoz, the father of Isaiah, Amoz 

was not himself a prophet, but 
seemed to have been related to the 
royal house of Judah, which gave his 
son easy access to the palace. On the 
other hand, Amos was a rustic with 
no connections, prophetic, priestly, or 
kingly, to give him prestige. 

Amos was, an older contemporary of 
Isaiah, fulfilling his ministry when Isa- 
iah was just beginning. He was a 
Judean, but, like the unnamed prophet 
who challenged Jeroboam I (1 Kings 
13:1-10), was sent to minister particu- 
larly to the northern kingdom of Israel, 
although his oracles also refer to. Judah. 

‘His period is identified by reference 
to Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam (i.e., 
Jeroboam II) of Israel. That was about 
the middle of the eighth century B.C., 
when both kingdoms were outwardly 
in. a state of great prosperity, but were 
facing days of deep humiliation and 
disaster—especially Israel, whose end 
as a nation was nearer than any could 
realize. The sin of Judah was being 
somewhat restrained by the godly lead- 
ership of Uzziah, but Israel knew no 
such restraint under its semiheathen 
king. Luxury and oppression ran riot, 
and moral and political corruption was 
ripening the nation for the approaching 
judgment. 

Verse by Verse 


Amos = 1—*, ee Amos eee the herd- 
men of Tekoa... Uzziah king Of 


Judah ... Jeroboam .. . king of Is- 
rael . . . the earthquake.” Tekoa was 
about eleven miles southwest of Jeru- 
salem. We have no record of the-earth- 
quake here mentioned, but it must have 
been a strong one, from which time 
was measured in Israel, at least for 
that generation. 


Chap. 6:4—“That lie upon beds of 
ivory ... eat the lambs .. . and the 
calves ...” The beds and the couches 
here are the same—not for sleeping on, 
but for reclining on at table, as the 
custom was. They were expensive, 
with inlaid ivory, and the food was 
plenteous. 


Verse 5.—“That .. . invent... in- 
struments of musick, like David.” The 
constant festivities were to the accom- 
paniment of voluptuous music. As Da- 
vid had invented instruments of music 
for the worship of God, so these world- 
lings did for their own pleasure. 


Verse 6—“. . . wine in bowls... 
chief ointments . . . not grieved for 
the ffliction of Joseph.” . Their lux- 
ury knew no bounds, so that they used 
vessels and ointments, ordinarily re- 
served for sacred uses, in their revel- 
ries. See Daniel 5:2, 3. Joseph here 
stands for the northern kingdom, whose 
end at the hands A the Assyrians was 
near. 

Verse 7.—“. . . now shall they go cap- 
tive ... and the banquet ... shall be 
removed.” The northern kingdom went 
into captivity more than a century be- 
fore Judah. Its sin ripened for judg- 
ment faster than that of the house of 
David. It was a long step from the 


/ 


banqueting halls of Samaria to the des- 
olations of exile. 


Chap. 7:10.—“, . . Amaziah ... Jero- 
boam ... Amos hath conspired against 
thee .. .” Bethel was one of the two 
places where Jeroboam I had set up 
golden calves for worship to keep the 
northern tribes from going back to 
Jerusalem. The other was at Dan, in 
the north. See 1 Kings 12:26-29. 
Amaziah was not of the Levitical order, 
and had no divine right to the priest- 
hood. See 1 Kings 12:31. 


Verse 11—“For thus Amos _ saith, 
Jeroboam shall die . . . Israel shall surely 
be led away captive .. .” Amos had 
predicted the sword for the house of 
Jeroboam (v. 9), not specifically for 
Jeroboam himself. Thus Amaziah’s re- 
port was only partly true, and it omit- 
ted the prophet’s call to repentance, 


Verse 12.—“, .. unto Amos ., . flee 
thee away into the land of Judah, and 
there eat bread, and prophesy there.” 
Apparently without waiting for a reply 
from the king, he undertook to expel 
the prophet from Israel. Notice how 
Amaziah connects prophecy with eat- 
ing bread. Being mercenary himself, 
he cannot apprehend any higher motive. 


Verse 13—“*, . . not again... at 
Bethel the king’s chapel... 
. . . the king’s court.” Bethel was the 
religious capital of the northern king- 
dom, patronized by the king, and there- 
fore called the king’s sanctuary and the 
king’s court. Amos had chosen the 
stragetic center for his preaching, and 
was meeting with official opposition. 
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Verse 14.—“Then answered Amos... 
no prophet, neither . .. a prophet’s 
son; but... an herdman, and a gatherer 
of sycomore fruit.” Amos was of lowly 
origin. The phrase “a prophet’s son” 
refers to membership in the schoo] of 
the prophets, begun apparently by 
Samuel, and prominent in the days of 
Elijah and Elisha. There is no support 
for the suggestion that he was a sheep- 
master, belonging to the landed gentry. 

Verse 15.—“And the Lord .. . said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my peo- 
ple Israel.” It was God’s sovereign call 
to a man who had no thought of pur- 
suing any other calling than that of a 
shepherd and farm hand, See how God 
still calls Israel “my people.” 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The times of the Prophet Amos 
(Amos 1:1) 

2. The message of the Prophet Amos 
(6: 4-7) 

3. The antagonist of the Prophet Amos 
(7: 10-13) 

4. The defense of the Prophet Amos 
(vs. 14, 15) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It was the fateful eighth century B.C. 
Judah under Uzziah and Israel under 
Jeroboam II were enjoying great pros- 
perity, politically and economically. 
But there was a dark cloud on the 
horizon for those who had eyes to see. 
Assyria was a reawakened giant, whose 
program of expansion was destined to 
bring Judah to the brink of ruin and 
to end the kingdom of Israel altogether. 

The eyes of Israel were not lifted to 
horizons at all, far or near. The sun 
was still shining for them, and they 
were content to bask in that sun with- 
out troubling to brace for the storm. 
Idolatry, violence, luxury, and oppres- 
sion were the national sins, calling for 
judgment. To denounce these sins and 
to warn of the coming judgment God 
called a man from Judah—Amos the 
seasonal farm hand of Tekoa, This 
man was commissioned to go to the 
very heart of Israel’s national life, 
Bethel, and there declare his message, 
where it would reach the political and 
religious and financial leaders of the 
nation. 

This was no hour for polished 
speeches, for nicely reasoned argu- 
ments, for discussions in comparative 
philosophies and religions, It was an 
hour for a clear denunciation of sin, a 
solemn warning of judgment, an im- 
perious call to repentance, and Amos 
was God’s man, He was a stranger to 
the niceties of the court, and equally a 
stranger to its equivocations, its polish- 
ing of sin, and its intrigues. With utter 
frankness and truthfulness he declared 
his message from God, ‘ 

Such straightforward truth could not 
but meet with opposition in such a 
setting. Amaziah, the chief priest of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. August 18—Jonathan, Noble in 
Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-15, 24 
45; 17:55 to 18:5; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 
23:15-18; 31:1, 2; 2 Samuel 1:17-27 
Next Week’s Lesson 
9. September 1.—Josiah: Statesman- 


Reformer. 2 Kings 22:1 to 23:30; 
2 Chronicles 34 and 35 














Israel, led the opposition, as another 
chief priest later led the opposition 
against Christ Himself. But Amaziah 
was no true priest. He was a member 
of that spurious priesthood which Jero- 
boam I had established in connection 
with the false worship calculated to 
keep the people away from Jerusalem. 
In the presence of a true prophet, Ama- 
ziah the false priest felt very uncom- 
fortable. He began by sending a pro- 
test to the king, in which he sufficiently 
“colored” the message of the prophet 
to secure the king’s support. Then, 
trusting to that support, he undertook 
to issue an expulsion order to Amos, 
hypocritically softening it with a pre- 
tended care for the prophet’s safety 
and well-being. 

Amos, discerning the hypocrisy, re- 
Sisted the false priest. First he ap- 
pealed to his direct commission from 
God, which was his authority in all his 
ministry. He assured Amaziah that he 
was no professional, but a God-called 
man—something which Amaziah could 
not say for himself! Then Amos 
uttered God’s special message of judg- 
ment on this false religious leader. His 
daughters would be degraded to com- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ROM what town did Amos the 
prophet come, and where was it sit- 
uated? 

2. Do you know of another notable 
character who came from the same 
town? 

3. How is the period of Amos’s ‘min- 
istry identified? 

4. What was the general condition of 
Judah and Israe] at the time of Amos? 

5. What was the occupation of Amos 
before God called him to the prophetic 
office? 

6. At what center did Amos exer- 
cise his ministry? 

7. What sins of Israel did Amos par- 
ticularly denounce? 

8. What is meant by “the affliction of 
Joseph”? (6:6.) 

9. Who challenged the ministry of 
Amos? 

10. What did Amos mean when he 
said that he was not a prophet’s: son? 


(Answers on page 623) 
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mon harlots, while he himself would be 
carried off into captivity and die an 
exile. It is dangerous business to tam- 
per with God’s messengers. 


Topics for Development 

God’s Call. A God-called man will 
have no doubt about his call. There 
may be features about it which seem 
strange to the thinking of the world, 
but the called man will not question 
his call on that account. He may in- 
deed wonder why God should call one 
so foolish and weak and of no account, 
but he will the more magnify the wis- 
dom and grace of God. God called 
Amos the herdman, Peter the fisherman, 
John Bunyan the tinker, William Carey 
the cobbler, and D. L. Moody the shoe 
clerk as well as Ezekiel the priest and 
Daniel the prince and Saul the Phari- 
see and Zinzendorf the count. 

The particular task also is God’s pre- 
rogative to determine. The called man 
does not choose whether he will stay 
at home or go abroad. He simply 
obeys a commission. Amos was a 
Judean, but he was called to minister 
in the northern kingdom of Israel. He 
did not argue, Is there not as much 
need in Judah? or, Are there no 
prophets in Israel who can minister to 
their own people? There is neither 
choice nor argument for the called man. 

Some are called in early childhood, 
so that they know no other occupation 
than the specific service of God to 
which their life is dedicated. So it was 
with Samuel. Some are suddenly star- 
tled as God breaks in on what they 
reckoned was their life’s task and sep- 
arates them to His work. So it was 
with Elisha, and so it was with Amos. 
At no age is a Christian exempt from 
the call of God, 

Festivities. What is wrong with a 
banquet? And what is wrong with 
having nice things? And what is wrong 
with music? There is nothing intrinsi- 
cally wrong with any of these things, 
and neither Amos nor any of the 
prophets condemns these in themselves. 
If somebody presented me with an ivory- 
inland couch, I should not regard it as 
a sin to own it. My wife can prepare 
an excellent dinner, and I love to have 
my friends enjoy it with me. As for 
music, I heartily agree with Luther that 
it is a rare gift of God, ranking next 
to ‘theology. Why, then, did Amos con- 
demn the rich in Israel for enjoying 
these things? The whole secret is that 
they had lost’ perspective. Comfort, 
luxury, music, feasting had become the 
whole meaning of life to'them, as they 
have to multitudes in America today. 
They were hiding from reality in a 
constant ‘round of superficiality, and 
were blind to the approaching disasters. 
“The affliction of Joseph” was at hand, 
but they had no concern for that. When 
our own enjoyment becomes the end 
of living, whatever means we choose 
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for such enjoyment, we have missed 
the meaning of life, and are ripe for 
judgment. We are already in captivity, 
and hastening on to more and more 
complete captivity (Amos 6:7). 


Practical Applications 

“Ye see your calling, brethren, how 
that . . . God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty” (1 Cor, 1: 
26, 27). 

Let God command, and you will know 
where He would have you go and what 
He would have you do. 

When pleasures are so indulged as to 
blind one to reality, they are only con- 
ditioning him for judgment. 

The servants of God have suffered 
more at the hand of religion than from 
any other source. They were the re- 
ligious leaders who demanded the death 
of the Son of God. 

When we serve for a price, we are 
no longer the servants of God, but the 
hirelings of men. 


. 


Golden Text 

Amos 5:14—‘“Seek good, and not 
evil, that ye may live.” What insanity 
grips men to make them believe that 
life is found in the path of evil, when 
that is being contradicted before their 
eyes every day? Satan’s lie is still lur- 
ing multitudes to their death, 

ELMuuRsT, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
““Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Would You Be Free From Your Burden 
of Sin?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee 
for all Thy faithful warnings against 
sin and for Thy loving offer of Thy 
Son to save us from our sin. Take 
from us the love of evil and draw us 
instead to love Thee and all that 
pleases Thee. Forgive our past failure 
and bless this lesson to us that we may 
be of them who seek good and not evil. 
Use those who teach and preach Thy 
Word to turn many from sin to Christ 
and to strengthen in all good things 
those who trust the Saviour. Let the 
sick in body, mind, and soul find Thy 
healing, and let Thy blessing be with 
all who minister to them. Cleanse our 
nation from its sin and ungodliness, re- 
viving Thy Church and multiplying 
godly homes everywhere. And let the 
time soon come when in all the earth 
men shall know and serve the Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—In Greece, cen- 
turies before Christ, a thinker said: 
“A man may thrive on crime, but not 
for long.” He saw that anything gained 
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by wrongdoing is shortlived. And in 
Israel, centuries before Christ, Amos 
said, “Seek good, and not evil, that ye 
may live.” He saw that the wages of 
sin was death. In all times sin has 
deceived many into thinking they can 
get away with wrong and profit by it. 
But experience shows this to be false. 
When temporary gain or pleasure does 
follow sin, its end results are always 
bitter and often tragic. In the long 
run the sinner just cannot win. 

God is kind in giving us His Law 
to direct our conduct, for obedience to 
His rules is for our good. And in giv- 
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LING TO SIN 
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ing us the Gospel, God is even more 
kind, for it shows us His way of for- 
giving sin and lifting us to a new life. 
But never imagine the Gospel to be 
a way to go on in sin, and escape pay- 
ing for it. The Gospel requires that 
we not only trust Christ as our Saviour 
but that we obey Him as our Lord. 
Both in His Law and in His Gospel 
God requires obedience, and as we re- 
ceive the Gospel God gives us a heart 
desire to obey Him and the help of the 
Holy Spirit to do so. Our Golden Text 
holds good for us, “Seek good, and not 
evil, that ye may live.” But the first 
good to seek is God’s great, good gift 
of His Son to save us from sin. Do you 
find it hard to do and be good? Then 
you need Christ, the one who saves His 
people from their sins. Become one of 
His people, and sin will lose its appeal 
and the good life will become yours 
because you trust and obey the Saviour. 
Cateary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The words of Amos, who was among 
the herdmen .. .” (Amos 1:1).—When 
the Lord desired a strong voice to be 
raised among the prosperous but licen- 
tious nations, He called a herdman 
from the small town of Tekoa. 

Amos is an illustration of what God 
often does to prevent boasting in His 
presence. See 1 Corinthians: 1: 26-31. 

Carey, the missionary, was never 
ashamed of the humbleness of his back- 
ground. On one occasion, when at a 
Governor-General’s table, he overheard 
an officer opposite him asking another 
—loud enough to be heard—whether 
Carey had not once been a shoemaker. 
immedi- 











“No, sir,” exclaimed Carey 
ately, “only a cobbler!” 
“... in the days of Uzziah . .. and 


of Jeroboam .. .” (Amos 1:1).—Uzziah, 
king of Judah, was a good ruler; while 
Jeroboam II “did that which wes evil 
in the sight of the Lord.” Prosperity 
prevailed in the days of these two 


August 10, 1957 


kings; and with it there was moral de- 
cay and spiritual] degradation. Amos 
kept himself aloof from all the evils 
of the day. 

Dr. H. A. Ironside, in “The Minor 
Prophets” (Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 21st 
St., New York 10; $3), says of Amos, 
“As he followed the flock, his soul was 
communing with Jehovah. As he gath- 
ered the wild figs of the wilderness, his 
heart was meditating on the great 
issues of the soul’s relationship to God 
and the importance of walking in His 
ways. As he tended the herds he was 
learning wondrous lessons of a faithful 
Creator’s love and care. And so, when 
for him ‘the fulness of time was come,’ 
the Lord, so to speak, kindled the al- 
ready prepared fuel into a flame, and 
the humble herdman became a mighty, 
Spirit-energized prophet of God, not 
only to his own people, but to all Is- 
rael and the nations around.” 


“ . . two years before the earth- 
quake” (Amos 1:1).—Josephus claims 
that the earthquake occurred at the 
time Uzziah presumed to offer incense 
upon the golden altar (2 Chron. 26:16- 
23), but he offers no proof. 

“That earthquake is treated by Zech- 
ariah as typical, as a notice of the 
Lord’s controversy with the world, when 
again there will be earthquakes and 
pestilences, ministers of judgment and 
vessels of wrath [Zech. 14:5]” (J. G. 
Bellett). 

“That lie upon beds of ivory .. . 
(Amos 6:4).—Luxury and sin charac- 
terized those that were “at ease in 
Zion.” “The violence was manifested 
most clearly by the sitting of the un- 
just judges in judgment. While these 
judges were harsh in judging others, 
they were soft, indulgent, and licen- 
tious. Stretching themselves full length 
(so the original) on beds inlaid with 
ivory, they feasted to their heart’s con- 
tent on the choicest and fattest of 
meats. Self-indulgence was given free 
rein, Here was extravagant and care- 
less living in the midst of oppression and 
poverty. Indulgence of every appetite 
was the order of the day. And what 
would revelling be without song and 
wine? .. . When they should have been 
sitting in sackcloth and ashes over the 
affliction of their people, that is, the 
low spiritual condition of the kingdom, 
they were anointing themselves with 
the most costly oils instead” (“Joel, 
Amos, and Obadiah,” by Dr. C. L. Fein- 
berg, American Board of Missions to 
the Jews, 236 W. 72nd St., New York 
23; $2). 

Sorry to say, some of these same con- 
ditions prevail in the world today. 
What but the judgment of God can be 
expected as a consequence? 

“.. Amos hath conspired against 
thee .. .” (Amos 7:10).—Amaziah, high 
priest at Bethel—where one of the 
golden calves had been set up (1 Kings 
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Lesson for August 25 


12:29)—sent word to Jeroboam, king 
of Israel, claiming Amos was a traitor 
and predicted the king would die by 
the sword. Amos did not say the king 
would be killed with the sword, but 
that the Lord would rise against the 
house (or family) of Jeroboam with 
the sword (v. 9). Jeroboam died a 
natural death (2 Kings 14:23-29): but 
his son Zechariah was slain by Shallum 
(2 Kings 15:8-10). 

There is no record of the king’s re- 
plying to the priest’s false report. It 
has been suggested that the reason for 
this is the king may have considered 
the herdman-prophet and his predic- 
tions as beneath his notice; or he may 
have feared to touch one so evidently 
sent of God. 

So the priest sarcastically told Amos 
to go to Judah where he belonged and 
prophesy there. Amos answered by 
enlightening the priest as to his humble 
circumstances, and his divine call to 
prophesy—to which Amaziah had no 
answer, 


“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 
live .. .” (Amos 5:14).—God is long- 
suffering, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to re- 
pentance—so Israel is given the oppor- 
tunity to repent, to seek good, and en- 
joy the presence of the Lord in their 
midst. And the message for today is, 

Repent, believe, this very hour, 

Trust in the Saviour’s grace and power; 

Then will your joyous answer be: 

Saved—through a long Te 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you may have a fleet- 

ing notion that Amos and his 
prophecies are only for the old people 
whom you may think have “ceased. to 
get any fun out of life’ and not for 
young fellows like you. Dismiss that 
thought, for it is the Devil’s own sug- 
gestion to destroy you. Indeed, if there 
is one group that has more at stake 
than another in what Amos is saying 
in this lesson, it is the teen-ager. For 
this reason at least: the teen-ager has 
more possible years to live, and it is 
much more to his interest that those 
years may be fruitful and enjoyable. 
Amos is warning against self-indul- 
gence and fast living. 

If Amos were here today in person 
(he is here in the Bible), I believe he 
would be even more shocked by what 
he would see and hear than he was by 
Israel’s fast livimg and reckless idol- 
atry. In our daily paper headlines he 
could get enough of liquor drinking, 
murder, robbery, and other crimes to 
write another book—and in much 
stronger language. He would be 
amazed to.see not only adults going 
all out for these destructive orgies, but 
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young people—very young people— 
committing crimes that were unheard 
of, and not even imagined in his times. 
He would see a 14-year-old boy shoot- 
ing to death his mother and sister be- 
cause he was told to do his homework 
before going out again. He would hear 
two boys, aged respectively 14 and 15, 
with a careless grin telling the in- 
spector their reason for torturing and 
killing a defenseless little girl] and leav- 
ing her body hacked to pieces in the 
woods, that it was just “to feel the 
thrill of it,” saying they saw something 
on television which suggested it, and 
they resolved to try it out. Amos would 
see speeding drivers piling up on the 
highway in a mass of car wreckage and 
mangled bodies. He would see Amer- 
ica spending twice as much for liquor 
and cigarettes as for education and re- 
ligion combined—yes, very much more 
than that. He would see a so-called 
Christian nation violating God's Holy 
Sabbath Day with stock car races and 
all kinds of sports. He would be 
shocked to see the police dockets list- 
ing the vilest sexual crimes, too hor- 
rible to describe. He would see a nation 
following hard in the footsteps of Bab- 
ylon and Rome and Greece down the 
pathway of the same (if not worse) fate 
which they suffered, 

Of course we know, fellows, that 
these destructive practices exist in a 
minority of the population, and that 
there are many good people, consistent 
Christians and young people, who are 
building character for splendid citizen- 
ship; also that the evil and sensation- 
ally bad events are played up in the 
headlines; but the fact that they exist 
at all—and to so great an extent—makes 
it imperative that you fellows think 
soberly on the warnings of Amos, for 
it is largely in your hands that the 
future of our great nation rests. You 
may not think it, but right now in your 
high school days (in your own minds 
and habits) is being shaped the living 
and spiritual condition of the United 
States of America in the period around 
1970 to 1980. 

What are you going to do about it? 

In all of this, if you will pause to 
listen, you can hear the voice of God's 
Holy Spirit saying in the closing chap- 
ter of this same prophecy of Amos: 


_“. . . I will bring again the captivity 


of my people .. . and they shall build 
the waste cities, and inherit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and drink 
the wine thereof; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And 
I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out 
of their land which I have given them, 
saith the Lord thy God” (9:14, 15). 

Fellows, if you will take time to 
think, and let God guide, the possibili- 
ties are tremendous—for peace, pros- 
perity, and joy unconfined. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will copy the 

Fourth Commandment on the paper 
we are using to represent the first stone 
tablet on which God wrote the Ten 
Commandments. The fourth one is 
rather long, Exodus 20:8-11, but it is 
the last one we will put on this first 
paper, which we call “Man’s Duty to 
God.” I will ask you one at a time to 
repeat verses 3-7 of Exodus 20, while 
the rest of you copy this Fourth Com- 
mandment. 

Our lesson today is called “Amos, 
Crusader for Righteousness.” That is 
a good title for him. He was a herds- 
man in the land of Judah, gathering 
wild figs, when the Lord sent him to 
prophesy to the northern kingdom of 
Israel. He first told about punish- 
ments God would give the six sur- 
rounding nations for their heartless 
cruelty to Israel. This part of his mes- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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sage would be acceptable to his lis- 
teners who had suffered much from 
their ruthlessness. 

But then he went on to tell how God 
would also punish Israel and Judah 
for their sins. They had not com- 
mitted the atrocities that their enemies 
had, but were living respectably, like 
many people in our country. They 
were even particular about their re- 
ligious duties. So when Amos foretold 
terrible judgment on their own land, 
they were shocked as well as angry. 

Read Amos 2:4 to see why Judah was 
to be punished. (They despised the 
Law of the Lord. They did not keep 
His commandments. They told lies.) 
Right. I’m sure these sins would not 
seem to them nearly so bad as the 
terrible things that their enemies had 
done. Yet they were to be punished 
severely. Why? Because they had 
“been given the Word of God and knew 
that He loved righteousness and hated 
sin, yet they despised His Word and 
disobeyed it. Read Amos 3:2 and you 
will see that because they had been 
given more light than the heathen 
nations, they were to be punished for 
ali their sins. And Amos did not 
mince matters as to what these sins 
were: Dishonesty, cheating, drinking, 
immorality, also peacefully enjoying 
ease and luxuries while others were 
suffering. 

Amos reminded them of disasters 
God had sent to their land to remind 
them of His claims. But after telling 
of each, he says, “Yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, saith the Lord” (4:6). 
Then he urged them again and again to 
seek the Lord and live. He urged them 
to hate evil and to love good, and to 
make righteousness the foundation of 
everything they did. 

Read chapter 6:4-7. Was God going 
to send Israel into captivity because 
they were committing horrible atroci- 
ties? No. It was because they had 


turned away from Him and had adopted: 


the slogan, “Every man for himself.” 
They were money-mad and because of 
this they dishonored God, robbed the 
poor, and, living in ease and luxury 
themselves, shut their hearts to the 
needs of others. They were not grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph. This means 
that they did not care about the suf- 
ferings of the poor who were being 
wronged by the rich. 

Now read Amos 7:10-13, to see how 
this message was received. The priest 
of Bethel—that was one of the two 
places where a golden calf was wor- 
shiped—sent a message to the king that 
Amos was inciting the people to 
treason. At the same time he ordered 
Amos to flee back home. Read the 
answer of Amos in verses 14, 15. He 
did not flee. Instead he told Amaziah, 
the priest of the golden calf, that God 
would punish him for trying to silence 
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His prophet. And Amos stayed there, 
preaching fearlessly, till he had said all 
that God had told him to say. 

Read Amos 8:7 and then 9:8. God 
never forgets anything He sees, and 
His eyes see everything. What a 
solemn thought that is for those who 
keep on sinning! 

A Negro evangelist in Connecticut 
once preached a funeral sermon in his 
church. He talked to the people about 
the horrors of hell. He warned them 
that “the wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget 
God” (Psa. 9:17). Then he told them 
to file past the casket to see the sinner 
who was going into eternal torment. 
As each person looked into the casket, 
he saw—not a dead body—but a mirror 
which reflected his own face. Whether 
we approve this man’s method or not, 
it is a fact that many respectable peo- 
ple are headed for an eternal hell, 
there to be punished for all the sins 
they have committed, Their sins seem 
small to themselves, but no sin is small 
in the eyes of a holy God. Such peo- 
ple need to be warned of God’s judg- 
ment, 

Because we have so much Gospel 
light, we Americans will be punished 
more severely for our sins than those 
who live in heathen darkness. The 
only way of escape is to seek the Lord, 
as Amos urged Israel to do long ago. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
A Champion of the Right 
(Amos 7:14, 15; 6:4-6; 5:12, 14, 15) 

WORDS and_= spears — trumpets, 

torches, and jars—bows and arrows 
—slingshot! We have seen some brave 
soldiers in our lessons lately, What 
agreement did the two heroes, Jona- 
than and David, make? (1 Sam 18:3; 
20:8, 14-17, 42; 2 Sam. 9:1, 7.) Today 
another hero stands before us. There 
is no sword in his hand, not even a 
slingshot. He is sun-tanned, and the 
hand on his shepherd’s staff is rough 
from hard work. His knapsack lunch 
contains dried wild figs which his own 
hands had gathered. His eyes are flashing, 
his mind is keen, his- heart is in tune 
with God. . 

Such things as he saw yesterday 
when he took his wool to market! 
Scales that did not give fair weight. 
Measures which were smaller than they 
were supposed to be. The rich getting 
richer by selling wheat mixed with 
chaff. The poor man with no chance 
to get his complaint heard in the court 
by the city gate because the rich man 
could bribe the judge. 

Those rich people, what - elegant 
homes they have, warm ones in the 
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valley for winter and cool ones on the 
hilltop for summer! Beds of ivory! 
But how lazy they are! Instead of use- 
ful work, lying around on their couches, 
feasting on the best meat, drinking 
wine, smelling of expensive perfumes, 
singing the latest songs! While the 
poor people starve, selling themselves 
for slaves to get clothing and food! It 
isn’t right! 

And now today, on the Sabbath, here 
are those same extravagant, rich peo- 


ple at worship in Bethel, “God's 
House.” Sacrifices burn on the altar, 
incense is going up, music is being 


played. The people bow in worship— 
before a golden calf! 

Amos, the farmer-shepherd, feels 
God’s message surging in his heart. He 
must speak! “Hear ye this word!” All 
eyes turn to this unexpected speaker 
in country dress. “This is what the 
Lord says to the people of Israel. I 
know your many sins. You cheat. You 
take bribes. You will not give the 
poor man his rights. I hate your holy 
days. I will not accept your sacrifices. 
I will not listen to your music. Be 
fair. Do right. Seek good, and not 
evil O you lazy people who lie 
around and eat and drink and play 
music but do not care about the trou- 
bles of your country! You will be 
among the first to go away captive and 
lose your banquets! Your country will 
be destroyed. I will go after Jero- 
boam’s family with the sword.” 

The priest of the gold calf—Amaziah 
—goes into action. He sends a mes- 
sage to King Jeroboam II to tell him 
that Amos has made a plot against the 
king amd that the people are to be 
carried off. Then Amaziah goes to 
Amos. “Get on home, you dreamer, 
and do your prophesying there. But 
no more of it here in Bethel, the king’s 
temple and palace!” 

Brave Amos stands alone, sure that 
he is God’s man with God’s message: 
“I am no prophet or a prophet’s son. 
I am a shepherd and picker of wild 
figs. The Lord took me from my sheep 
and said, ‘Go, prophesy to My people 
Israel.’” 

Amos’s messages came true. And 
one we are seeing come true in our 
day! Read some of Amos’s sermons: 


A ngry Amaziah (Amos 7:1-15) 

M essages of warning and hope (8: 1-12; 
9:8, 9, 13-15) 

OQ. you lazy rich people! (6:1, 4-8) 

S eek the Lord, and do right! (5:4-24) 

Will you picture Amos at Bethel, faced 

by Amaziah? 

Can you think what message God 
might send through Amos to boys and 
girls who dress up fine for Sunday 
school but cheat in their games and are 
mean to “little kids’? “Seek good, and 
not evil” (Amos 5:14, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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Lesson for August 25 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU realize that the people who 

lived in the long ago were exactly 
the same as we are? It is true that 
their clothes were different, they wore 
their hair differently, their language 
was not like ours. But, just as you 
like to play, the children in Bible times 
liked to play. They liked to visit their 
friends; they had to do certain chores. 
Yes, the people have always been the 
same and will probably always be very 
much the same. Do you think that the 
long-ago people liked to receive bad 
news? Do you think they enjoyed 
hearing good news? : 

Before the Bible was written, God 
spoke to people differently from the 
way He speaks to them today. Now, 
you know that by reading God’s pre- 
cious Word we can know what is right 
and what is wrong and how we should 
or should not live. In the long ago, 
however, God gave His messages to 
certain men who in turn delivered the 
message to the people. Those men 
were sometimes known as prophets— 
for, as God revealed it to them, they 
told what was to happen in the future. 
Such a man was Amos, 


Amos had always been a shepherd— 
a poor man without education. Then, 
because God's people were not living 
as they should, God told Amos that 
He was displeased. Further, He said 
that He would ‘have to punish them 
severely. Then, as He always does, He 
pleaded with them (through Amos) to 
stop doing wrong things and do good 
things, so that the punishment would 
not have to be so bad. When Amos 
told God’s people of the punishment 
that would surely come to them, the 
people were unhappy. This was bad 
news. And they did not like to hear it. 
That is not unusual, is it? You do not 
like to hear your mother tell you that 
she will punish you for a certain thing, 
do you? But even when you know you 
will be punished, have you ever done 
the same wrong thing again? Yes, I’m 
afraid we have all done that. People 
are always the same, are they not? 

At the same time that Amos was 
telling the people the bad news that 
God had told him to give, there was 
another prophet—a prophet who was 
not from God. His name was Amaziah. 
He gave the people good news. He 
did not mention that the sins of God’s 
people were wrong. He did not say 
anything about the fact that they were 
worshiping false make-believe gods, 
as Amos did. He had nothing to say 
about the necessity of their returning 
to God, the true and living God of 
Heaven.) Amaziah was an edu¢ated man. 
But he did not love or fear or wor- 
ship God. Amaziah’s message, it is sad 
to say, was a lie. The reason that he 
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lied was because he was jealous of 
Amos. He was afraid that if the people 
believed Amos, he would lose the place 
of honor that he had. So he lied. And 
the people believed him because he 
did not say anything about the punish- 
ment they would receive if they did 
not return to their worship of God. 
His message was the kind of news the 
people liked to hear. 

How much better it would have been 
if the people had listened to Amos! 
Down in their hearts they knew that 
he was right. They realized, as he told 
them, that they were living selfishly. 
Oh, they went to God’s house and wor- 
shiped Him. But their hearts were far 
from Hm. They did not share the 
things which they had with those who 
were poor. They took good care of 
themselves, you may be sure. They had 
the finest of everything. This was not 
enough. It is true that they should 
worship God in His house faithfully. 
It is true that God is pleased for His 
children to have many good things— 
many nice things. To keep these things 
for one’s self, however, is displeasing 
to God. To be unconcerned for the 
poor around us, for those who are in 
trouble, proves to God that we do not 
truly love Him as we ought—even if 
we do worship Him in His house. Is 
this bad news to you? Then you must 
do what God’s people in the long ago 
should have done: ask God to forgive 
your selfishness. Promise Him that 
you will show your love for Him by 
loving and serving and helping those 
around you, 


LaNcasTER, Pa, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 619) 

1, Tekoa, about eleven miles south- 
west of Jerusalem. 

2. The wise woman who, sent by 
Joab, persuaded David to recall Ab- 
salom from exile (2 Sam, 14:2). 

3. By reference to Uzziah of Judah 
and Jeroboam of Israel (Amos 1:1). 

4. Generally prosperous and power- 
ful, but with disaster pending through 
the expansion of Assyria. 

5. A seasonal farm hand, herding the 
flock and dressing the sycomores (7:14). 

6. Bethel (7:10). 

7. Idolatry, luxury, and oppression 
(2:6-8; 4:4, 5; 6:1-6). 

8. “Joseph” stands for the two tribes, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and then for 
the whole northern kingdom, whose 
end was swiftly approaching at the 
hands of the Assyrians, 

9. Amaziah the chief priest at Bethel 
(7:10). 

10. He was probably referring to the 
schools of the prophets, whose students 
were called “sons of the prophets.” 

Ecmuvurst, ILL. : 
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THE LAST 
NEW TESTAMENT! 


Recently a newly converted 
woman visited a small village in 
Greece. A shepherd sought her 
out and asked pleadingly, ‘‘Please, 
Miss, would it be at all pos- 
sible for you to give me a New 
Testament? I am that shepherd 
to whom you gave a Gospel tract 
a year ago. Don’t you remember?” 
He took it from his pocket and 
showed it to her, worn with time. 
She felt deeply regretful that she 
did not have a Testament to give 
this seeking soul. The poor shep- 
herd was ready to burst into tears. 
“Please, Miss, won't you give me 
your own New Testament? I need 
it so much,” he begged. Persuaded 
that he was deeply in earnest, she 
gave it to him. 


Meanwhile another shepherd 
jee them and pleaded for a 

ew Testament, too. How 
heart ached at the look of sadness 
in his eyes when she had to refuse 
him. Only after she promised to 
mail him a Testament when she 
returned home did the shadow lift. 


On her return she related this 
incident to our missionary and 
asked for another New Testament. 
But there was nothing he could do 
for that poor shepherd. There was 
not a single Testament left in his 
supply. 


“My dear brethren,” this mis- 
sionary writes us, “I appeal to you 
in the name of the Lord Jesus to 
provide me with the food with 
which to satisfy the spiritual hun- 
ger of our countrymen. Think of 
poor sinners desperately seeking 
for Christ’s salvation and do what 
God’s love prompts you to do.” 


What can we add to this except 
that for $5 you can provide 20 
New Lceegennan or 5 whole Bibles, 
or 1 large ge supply. y of Gospe 1 tracts 
and other stian Hterature? 
What if you were the second she 
herd? nd your gifts to the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 


(Adv.) 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
n ‘completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
= and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the eke low prices: 


First Reader - - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - ~- 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 Sixth Reader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on ail orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-88, Rowan, lowa 
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FURNITURE 





¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & vo 


ot 102 4 8=6SCRANTON 2, P 
TYPIST. Missionary organization 


WANTED: urgently needs thoroughly efficient 


typist, ale: time; also part-time typist. Write or phone 
Millio Cc 1505 Race Street, 


Phlledeiphis 2, Pa., and state qualifications. 

















The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Aversion to Sin.—Seek good, and not 

evil... (Amos 5:14, Golden Text). A 
famous minister, preaching one Sun- 
day, said: “I want you to have a holy 
aversion to sin. Do you know what I 
mean by aversion? Suppose any of you 
were to put your hand into your pocket 
and feel a toad there. You would draw 
it out instantly from an aversion to 
the reptile. Do just so with regard to 
sin.’—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Booth, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 

Entrapped by Pleasures.—That lie 
upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches (Amos 6:4). 
A traveler who sailed along the coast 
of South America tells an interesting 
story. While his ship lay at anchor 
near the coast, it became “lily-bound.” 
In that climate, the growth of vegeta- 
tion is*very rapid. In a few days,. the 
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vessel became the center of a great, 
floating island of beautiful lilies! They 
grew so fast that the chains became 
entangled. Soon the flowery mass 
caused the vessel to drag her anchor 
and drift in the wrong direction. Then 
the crew had a long and hard task. 
With cutlasses and hatchets, they re- 
leased their ship from the lilies. How 
easy it is for Christians to become so 
entangled with the gay and golden 
flowers of riches and worldly pleasures 
that their lives drift in the wrong di- 
rection! We must keep ourselves free 
from the entanglements of this “pres- 
ent evil world."—From Adult Bible 
Teacher, Union Gospel Press. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Why Not “Alcoholic” Death?—Woe 
to them ... that drink wine (Amos 
6:1, 6). The drunken man in charge of 
a.car is very dangerous, and so is the 
man who has drunk enough to make 
him careless and excitable. A friend 
of mine was working on a fast freight 
train when a car crashed through the 
gate of a level crossing in front of the 
engine. It was dragged along, smash- 
ing itself to pieces, till the train could 
be stopped. Of the four inside, two 
were dead, and two terribly injured. 
At the inquest it was stated that the 
party had been from one public house 
to another, that the red light on the 
crossing was in perfect order, and that 
the car was driven into the gate at 
full speed. The verdict? “Accidental 
death.” Should it not have been “Alco- 
holic death’?—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


If the Liquor Business Paid Its Bills. 
—,.. but they are not grieved for the 
affliction of Joseph (Amos 6:6). The 
liquor business is the only business I 
know that keeps a one-sided ledger— 
that deals with receipts and ignores 
legitimate expenditures. It takes the 
profits and leaves the expenses to 
someone else. Within one year in Van- 
couver I buried three young people 
who had been killed by alcohol on the 
highways. That is not my assumption; 
that is the verdict of the jury. At not 
one of those funerals was there a rep- 
resentative of the business that killed 
them. They did not pay the funeral 
expenses or look after the orphans. If 
it had been a railway accident, the 
fault of the Road, they would have 
been there. Had it happened in an in- 
dustrial plant, they would have been 
there, but this accursed business grasps 
its privileges but takes no stock in its 
obligations. Some foolish people seem 
to think it pays. If it met its legitimate 
bills it would go bankrupt in'a year. 
—From Dr. Willard Brewing, in Church 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


~me_ to 


August 10, 1957 

When the Full Account Is Reckoned. 
—The banquet of them that stretched 
themselves shall be removed (Amos 
6:7). “I have made a thousand dollars 
during the last three months,” said a 
saloonkeeper, boastfully, to a crowd of 
his fellow townsmen, “You have made 
more than that,” quietly remarked a 
listener. “What is that?” “You have 
made wretched homes—women and 
children poor and sick and weary of 
life. You have made my two sons 
drunkards,” continued the speaker with 
trembling earnestness. “You made the 
younger of the two so drunk that he 
fell and injured himself for life. You 
have made their mother a_ broken- 
hearted woman. Oh, yes, you have 
made much—more than I can reckon 
up, but you'll get the full ac- 
count some day; you'll get it some day.” 
—From Peloubet’s Select Notes. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Commercial Traveler’s Personal 
Work.—I was no prophet, neither was 
I a prophet’s son (Amos 7:14). A com- 
mercial] traveler named Rigby was com- 
pelled to spend a week end every 
quarter in Edinburgh. He always wor- 
shiped in Dr. Alexander Whyte’s church 
and always tried to persuade some 
other visitor to accompany him. On 
one occasion, having taken a Roman 
Catholic traveler there who accepted 
Christ, he called on Dr. Whyte to tell 
him of the conversion. The doctor 
then asked his name, and on being told 
that it was Rigby, he exclaimed, “Why, 
you are the man I’ve been looking for 
for years!” He then went to his study 
and returned with a bundle of letters 
from which he read such extracts as 
this: “I was spending a week end in 
Edinburgh some weeks ago, and a fel- 
low commercial named Rigby invited 
accompanying him to _ St. 
George’s. The message of that service 
changed my life.” Dr. Whyte went on 
to say that twelve of the letters were 
from young men, of whom four had 
since entered the ministry—From Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Not Always a “Fanatic.”—The Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel (Amos 7:15). Rowland 
Hill, addressing the people of Wooion 
many years ago, exclaimed, “Because 
I am in earnest, men call me an en- 
thusiast [fanatic]. When I first came 
into this part of the country,._I was 
walking on yonder hill and saw a 
gravel pit fall in and bury three hu- 
man beings alive. I lifted up my voice 
so loud for help that I was heard in the 
town below at a distance of nearly a 
mile. Help came and rescued two of 
the sufferers. No one called me an en- 
thusiast then; and when I see eternal 
destruction ready to fall on poor sinners 
and about to entomb them irrevocably 
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Lesson for August 25 


in an eternal mass of woe, and call 
aloud on them to escape, shall I be 
called an enthusiast now? No, sinner, 
I am no enthusiast in so doing; and I 
call on thee aloud to fly for refuge to 
the hope set before thee in the Gos- 
pel.".—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Mrs, E, Levengood, Dayton, Tenn, 


- Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union 

Amos looked everywhere, and, al- 
though he was a man from the coun- 
try, he recognized all the evil going 
on before him in the city. He wished 
that he might wash away the violence 
and robbery in the palaces, the cheat- 
ing of the merchants, the bribery of 
public officials. His heart ached for 
the good and the kind who were 
pressed down and abused by those in 
power. A similar scene presents itself 
today as we view thousands of people 
who are innocent victims of alcohol— 
children, mothers, those suffering be- 
cause of drinking drivers, and aged, 
heartbroken mothers. Time to start an 
LV.A.—“Innocent Victims of Alcohol.” 


Making bad practices legal, Amos 
said, or calling them by good names, 
did not make them righteous. He 
would have been one of the first to pro- 
test when a wine producer two years 
ago adopted and used the name “Ma- 
donna” as a trade-mark for wine and 
tried to file it in the United States 
Patent Office. We are happy to know 
that the court sustained the refusal of 
the Patent Office to grant the trade- 
mark on the basis that it was sacri- 
legious. 

Abstinence from intoxicants for the 


sake of others is one of the great Chris- 
tian virtues and a principle of consis- 


* tent Christian living. 


The Student Senate at the University 
of New Hampshire has voted a policy 
of absolutely no drinking at the uni- 
versity football games. 


Washington’s distinguished visitor 
the week of January 30—February 2 
was King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia, 
who is a total abstainer. He neither 
smokes nor touches alcoholic drinks, 
Out of respect to him no alcoholic bev- 
erages were served at the state fune- 
tions in his honor here. American 
prestige would be higher in many coun- 
tries of the world if our State Depart- 
ment were not trying to make a rec- 
ord as world’s cocktail-consumers, and 
the city of Washington as a cocktail 
capital of the world, 


“Humorist Stan Freberg,” says Wal- 
ter Winchell in his column in the Wash- 
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ington Post, February 13, “rejected 
$12,500 per week at a Nevada hotel. 
He is the son of a minister, who op- 
poses Stan working in any gambling 
den.” 


Influence of Religion Needed.—“It is 
almost impossible,” said Mrs. Glenn 
Hays, President of W.C.T.U. of the 
United States, “to effect a lasting cure 
of the alcoholic without the influence 
of religion which the alcoholic aban- 
doned in becoming a drinker. The 
drinker’s return to religion is, signifi- 
cantly, considered to be a first essential 
step to rehabilitation by Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Alcohol to the alcoholic is 
a crutch which must be replaced by 
something better and more enduring. 


“It is time that we gave religion an 
official trial, since it possesses the arma- 
mentarium and knowledge to cure the 
mind so that the physical being may 
reconstruct itself into normal useful- 
ness. Anyone who attacks alcoholism 
and hopes to win against it, must pos- 
sess the aid of divine powers. The 
church is the only such agency.” 


Dr. Roy L. Smith, recalling the way 
termites devoured the ceiling beams of 
City Road Chapel in London, wrote in 
War Cry: “Termites do their work 
with great thoroughness, devouring the 
wood and leaving in its place nothing 
but dust as fine as flour. But they 
never come to the surface, they never 
break through—the deceptive result 
being a timber that looks sound but 
is thoroughly ruined.” 

The Union Signal, editorializing on 
this comment, said: “Termites and 
alcohol work amazingly alike. Thougf 
the effect of moderate drinking in some 
people may never be apparent to the 
naked eye, the alcohol is changing body 
tissues, and, sooner or later, the re- 
sults are sure to show in weakened 
organs and broken-down muscles.” 
Very recent investigations show also 
the destruction of nerves and brain 
cells, Little by little, alcohol eats away 
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Which Includes: 


e Uncompromising Spiritual Standards 
e Well-Trained Dedicated Faculty 

e Academic Accreditation 

e Wholesome Social Activities 

e Full Athletic Program 

e Healthful Mountain Climate 
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL OF GERMANTOWN 
222 High Street, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
Christ-Centered Education at the Elementary Level 
is available for children of Christian families in the 
Germantown area. School established 1949. Kin- 
dergarten through Grade 8. Qualified Christian 
teachers. High scholastic standards. Moderate 
tuition. New term begins Thursday, September 5. 
Applications for enrollment now being received 
For information write Box 4142, Philadelphia, Pa, 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














FOR YOUR LIFETIME!... 


If you are interested in security and peaee of mind .. . an assured, 
generous income for life . . . plus a share in training young people 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 


ee AN ASSURED 
INCOME 


Tomorrows, explaining the plan. 
| WHEATON COLLEGE _Dept.ST&7 

WHEATON ANNUITIES . 
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A SINGLE PAYMENT IN OVER 55 YEARS! 









' Wheaton, Illinois 
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| rows, booklet explaining Annuity Plan in ais 
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at the center of man’s God-given quali- 
ties until he eventually is only the shell 
of what he might have been, So, too, 
with: an alcoholized nation. 


Rachel Saint and Dayuma 
To Be in Philadelphia 


ISS RACHEL SAINT, translator 

from Ecuador, will speak at a 
rally of the Wycliffe Bible Translators 
to be held at 8 p.m., Monday, August 
19, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
17th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia. 
Miss Saint is the sister of Nate Saint, 
one of the five men killed by the Auca 
Indians in January, 1956. She will be 
accompanied by Dayuma, the young 
Auca woman who fled from the tribe 
several years ago. Miss Saint and Da- 
yuma appeared together on Ralph Ed- 
wards’ television program, “This is 
your life,” on June 5. 

Also on the August 19th program will 
be Captain Larry Montgomery, super- 
intendent of Wycliffe’s aviation depart- 
ment which serves the translators in 
the jungles of Bolivia, Ecuador, and 
Peru. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Dr. Philip W. Grossman, Regional 
Secretary, Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
Inc., 526 LeHann Circle, Springfield, Pa. 
Phone: Kingswood 4-2659. 


r 
Children at Home 


Two Joys for Susan 
By Lois Anne Williams 


T WAS a beautiful summer Sunday 

morning. Johnny and Susan were 
riding to church with their mother and 
daddy. There was a very special] rea- 
son why they were riding in the car 
this morning because as long as Johnny 
and Susan could remember they had 
walked the two short blocks from their 
home to the church. Just two days ago 
they had had the exciting joy of moving 
into a new home near the edge of town. 
They would have a beautiful yard to 
play in, a place for a big garden, and 
many lovely trees and flowers. They 
could hardly wait to get to their Sun- 
day school classes and tell their teach- 
ers about their new house, — 

When they entered the church, Susan 
said good-by to Johnny, Mother, and 
Daddy, and went into her own Sunday 
school classroom. There were many 


boys and girls present, and the room 
was so crowded that Susan found it a 
little difficult to get to the vacant chair 
in the front row. 

Mrs. Evans, the teacher, smiled and 
said, “Good morning, Susan. 
to see you this morning.” 


I'm glad 
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Susan answered, “Good morning, Mrs. 
Evans. I have something very nice to 
tell you about.” : 

“What is it?” asked her teacher, 

“We moved into a new house and 
we have lots of room now. We just 
love it,” Susan told her. 

“That is wonderful, Susan,” replied 
Mrs. Evans. “You know I am so glad 
you told us about your new home be- 
cause I want to tell you something that 
you will want to know about our 
church,” 

“As you boys and girls know,” she 
continued, “we are growing in attend- 
ance and are needing more room for 
our Sunday school classes. .The men 
and women have discussed this prob- 
lem and decided to do something about 
it. They are going to raise money to 
build a beautiful addition to our build- 
ing. It will take a lot of work and 
sacrifice to raise enough money but 
everyone is willing to do his part. They 
want to have plenty of nice rooms so 
all the boys and girls in our commu- 
nity will have the opportunity to come 
to Sunday school and learn about Jesus. 
You know this is God’s house and He 
will be just as happy with the new 
addition as Susan is with her new 
house.” 

Susan spoke up, “I want to help with 
the new building. My mother and 
daddy saved and did without things in 
order to build a nice home for our fam- 
ily and I know I can save some of my 
money to help build the new church 
addition. I usually buy an ice cream 
cone every afternoon after school but 
T’ll do without that ice cream and save 
my dimes. Then I'll bring them to 
our class.” 

All of the boys and girls thought of 
what they could do to help and they 
decided it would be nice to make a 
little church out of cardboard. Each 
Sunday they would bring their money 
and. put it in. the little church. That 
would be their way of helping. 

After Sunday school was over Susan 
went to meet her family and tell them 
her happy news. 

HILLsBoRO, OHIO, 
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The Backward Look 
(Continued from second page) 


which was right in mine eyes” (1 
Kings 14:8), is a perfect example of 
the implicit trust in God engendered 
by the backward look. His Psalms 
are full of praise of the Almighty’s 
loving-kindness, His enduring mercy, 
His ample provision, His complete pro- 
tection, and His unmarred integrity. 
In a confidence born of assuring ex- 
perience, David went out to meet the 
upstart Goliath, who was defying both 
Israel and her God. In 1 Samuel 17:37 
David says, moreover, “The Lord that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 
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and out of the paw of the bear, he will 
deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philistine.” 

The outcome is a contrast between 
the elaborate human provision and 
misplaced trust of the wicked giant 
and the simple preparation of a strip- 
ling whose confidence was in the Al- 
mighty. Goliath sneered’ at the appar- 
ent innocent audacity of this youth, 
in his sight as a lamb coming to the 
slaughter. He saw David, but his spir- 
itual blindness failed to discern the 
presence of God, assuring that no mere 
human might should interfere with His 
Son’s earthly advent through David's 
line. This was not an unequal battle 
between two humans, but an unequal 
battle between Satan, the would-be 
usurper, and the supreme Creator and 
preserver of God’s own master plan. 

Chosen of the Lord as Israel’s first 
king as demanded, by the people in 
their rejection of God as Lord and 
King, Saul gradually but willfully de- 
generated from serving God with rev- 
erence to serving Him with reserva- 
tion, so that Samuel was forced finally 
to say to him, “The Lord hath rent the 
kingdom of Israel from thee this day, 
and hath given it to a neighbor of thine, 
that is better than thou” (1 Sam. 15: 
28). Even yet Samuel turned again 
after Saul. True, after a further in- 
excusable indiscretion on Saul’s part 
Samuel “came no more to see Saul 
until the day of his death; neverthe- 
less Samuel mourned for Saul,” to the 
point where it was downright sinful 
in God’s sight and earned this rebuke: 
“And the Lord said unto Samuel, How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing 
I have rejected him from reigning over 
Israel?” (15:35; 16:1.) 

So it was that David became the 
Lord’s anointed. The Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord troubled him concern- 
ing David. The Scriptures record how 
time after time God preserved David 
from the murderous intent of Saul. 
David had much to look back upon to 
encourage an unquenchable faith in the 
providence of God. Because God 
caused him to triumph over Goliath, 
David never feared Saul when, in a 
cunningly devised, devilish scheme, he 
sent David for a hundred trophies from 
the Philistines. As further assurance 
to David, God provided him with two 
hundred. Because God preserved him 
then David was not afraid when Saul 
and three thousand picked men assayed 
to hunt him down and take his life. 

The secret of David’s implicit faith 
is found first in utter consecration to 
His Lord. In Psalm 27 he says, “When 
thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart 


, said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 


seek.” Secondly, there was a desire 
that God would lead him, “Teach me 
thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a 
plain path”—a path that was planned 
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for David alone, and made plain to 
him because he inclined his ear to 
know God’s will for him. 
Thus, while often physically weary 
and buffeted about, David hardly wav- 
ered in his belief in ultimate triumph: 
“I had fainted, unless I had believed 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the living.” “One thing,” he 
says to God, “have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after [a worthy 
resolve indeed]; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days. of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to enquire in his temple.” 
This was not the physical temple which 
"was not to rise until the reign of Solo- 
©mon, David’s son. The desire which he 
actively and continuously sought was 
» that he might live constantly in the 
® will and fellowship and sweet com- 
“munion of the presence of the Lord, a 

yearning born of looking back on past. 

experience of the all-sufficiency of God! 

If you are a child of God, you, too, 
have many recollections: of the Al- 
mighty’s providential hand in your life. 
A backward look will assure you in a 


THE -SUNDAY- SCHOOL TIMES 


strong, never-failing faith that the 
double guarantee of the Almighty and 
of Jesus Christ, His dear Son, will hold 
in spite of temporary trials which are 
meant but to steel you for greater vic- 
tories in their dear names: “And I 
give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My 
father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand” (John 
10:28, 29). 

But this, too, depends upon a back- 
ward look to the Christ on the cross, 
where He finished the work His Father 
gave Him to do, thereby confirming 
the right to proclaim His eternal guar- 
antee. 

we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 25 


These Embers Shall Not Die 
(Exod. 3:1-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE topic for this week will suggest 
at once that the meeting should be 
held around a campfire, and that there 
should be opportunity for each young 
person to testify das to the blessings he 
or she has experienced at a summer 
camp, at a Bible conference, or perhaps 
at the out-of-doors meetings of your 
own group during the summer, right 
at home. 
we 
Make every effort to hold this meef- 
ing after dark around a real fire out 
of doors. If carefully planned, it will 
be well worth the effort, for the leap- 
ing flames and the snap and crackle and 
aroma of the burning wood have a way 
of: encouraging serious meditation and 
frank speaking. 


If a meeting out of doors is impossi- 
ble, have two or three of your group 
construct an indoor “campfire” of sticks 
of wood; red and yellow sheet cello- 
phane which may be had from a five- 
and-ten-cent store; and an _ electric 
trouble ~ light or flashlight. Chairs 
should be pushed back and the entire 
group should sit about the “fire” on the 
floor. 
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Whether indoors or outdoors, the ac- 
compahiment for the singing may be 
provided by one of your number who 
plays a trumpet, or violin, or an ac- 
cordion. Or, the one who leads the 


singing may even undertake it without 
accompaniment, using a pitchpipe to 
set the tune. 


_Use familiar hymns that 
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are appropriate for the out of doors, 
such as: “Higher Ground,” “Day Is 
Dying in the West,” “Now the Day Is 
Over,” “God, That Madest Earth and 
Heaven,” “The Shadows of the Evening 
Hour,” “Abide With Me,” “Saviour, 
Again to Thy Dear Name,” and the like. 

If you can secure a copy of John 
Oxenham’s poem, “The Sacrament of 
Fire,” have someone who can read well 
read it as the fire is being lit. It is 
very effective if the whole group joins 
in the four-line beginning and ending 
which goes: 

Kneel always when you light a fire! 

Kneel reverently, 
And grateful be to God 
For His unfailing charity! 

Be sure of your fire builders and 
lighters, so that there may be no em- 
barrassing delay. A little coal oil put 
on the wood before lighting, or several 
stumps of candles in the midst of the 
wood will make for quick lighting 
success, even if the wood is slightly 
damp. ’ 
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The fire that our Scripture portion 
for this week tells about was a mirac- 
ulous one, for the wood of the bush or 
acacia tree in which it was seen was 
not consumed. It aroused the curios- 
ity of Moses, the shepherd, and he 
turned out of his way to investigate. 
When you and I “get on fire” for Christ, 
the curiosity of others will be aroused 
and they will go out of their way to 
find out what has happened. That will 
be our opportunity to tell them what 
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Christ has done for us and to tell them 
of the joy and peace with which He 
has filled our hearts. Let us “be ready 
always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you .a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear” 
(1 Pet. 3:15). 
€ 


When God got Moses to pause 
listen, He then told him what 
wanted him to do. Sometimes we 
cannot hear God speaking to us be- 
cause we are too busy—busy even about 
good deeds and activities. Perhaps this 
summer He has made it possible for 
you to be quiet before Him and to 
listen to His voice. He does not speak 
to us today, as a rule, in an audible 
voice, but he speaks through His Word. 
Have you been turning aside each 
morning to give God the opportunity 
to speak to you? His plan for you may 
not include any great leadership or the 
deliverance of a great nation, as did 
His plan for Moses. But God has a 
plan for you and me just as surely as 
He had one for Moses (Eph. 2:10), and 
that plan will mean that others will 
be set free from sin’s bondage. God’s 
program for those who will listen and 
obey always includes witnessing to 
others for Him. Whenever a faithful 
witness is given, some will hear and 
some will be delivered by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We may not 
be called to witness to thousands but 
we are all called to witness to indi- 
viduals. Are you doing this? 
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As the summer comes to a close and 
we take up the busy routine of school 
or the office or the shop, it will be very 
easy to slip back into careless habits 
of neglecting our prayer time and Bible 
reading, and if we do we shall lose the 
inspiration and wonder of the “burning 
bush” where God spoke to us this sum- 
mer. But we need not let the vision 
for service that God gave us this sum- 
mer grow dim. The embers may be 
kept bright if we will do our part. God 
is always ready to meet us and to en- 
courage and help and instruct us if we 
will give Him the time to do it. He can 
be just as real to you in the quiet of 
your own room as He was this summer 
in the inspiration of some outdoor 
meeting or some moving Christian serv- 
ice. Ask Him to show you how He 
wants to go right on using you in ways 
that will be a blessing to your own 
heart and at the same time will bring 
blessing to others. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


and 
He 


Use any and every opportunity which 
the Lord is pleased to give thee; seek 
to redeem the time, for thou hast but one 
life here on earth, and that a brief life 
—a very brief one as compared with 
eternity; therefore make good use of it. 
—George Miiller. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
August 19 to 25 

Mon.,. Aug. 19.—Amos 1:1, 2; 7:14, 15. 
A Prophet From the Country. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “The words of 
Amos, who was among the herd- 
men of Tekoa, which he saw concern- 
ing Israel.” God chose a _ cattleman 
and fruitpicker to be His_ special 
prophet to sinning Israel. He suits His 
ministers to the needs of the time. 
Some people need a prophet in the 
rough while others require a minis- 
ter of God who will be as gentle as 
Samuel or Nathan. What kind of mes- 
senger does God need to send to you to 
get you to be the person He wants you 
to be? Pray for preachers with cour- 
age enough to show His people their 
transgressions. 


Tues., Aug. 20.—Amos 3:1-15. 
Judgment of Israel. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I shall visit the 
transgressions of Israel . . . I will also 
visit the altars of Bethel.” Amos 
obeyed God and delivered to Israel a 
warning of doom. He drove home to 
that sinning nation the unwelcome 
truth concerning judgment. This truth 
needs to be seriously and earnestly 
pressed home to people today. God will 
certainly render to every man accord- 
ing to his works (Prov. 24:12). The 
judgment seat of Christ needs to be 
brought to the attention of Christians, 
and that of the great day to sinners. 
Pray for Amoslike preaching to the 
multitudes in the great cities of the 
world, 


Wed., Aug. 21—Amos 4:1-6. 
Intemperance Condemned. 
PraYER SvuccEsTions: “Bring, and. let 
us drink.” These words of Amos in- 
dicate the sinful attitude of many in 
his day toward the wickedness of in- 
temperance. Let us never forget that 
God can never bless what He has so 
cursed. Let Christians everywhere 
wake up to God’s attitude toward the 
liquor business and toward them that 
make, sell, and use intoxicants. Let us 
all see to it that children are taught 
that “wine is a mocker, strong drink 
is raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise” (Prov. 20:1). Pray 
that God’s. people everywhere shall 
make it their care to instruct, warn, and 
safeguard, by practical means, their 
children and others from the evils of 

strong drink. 

Thurs., Aug. 22.—Amos 6:1-6. 

At Ease in Sin. 


“Woe to them 
Religious 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
that are at ease in Zion.” 
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people can be guilty of great sin while 
observing church rules and regulations 
of public worship. The majority of 
professing Christians seem to be more 
carnal than spiritual. As responsible 
and accountable beings, great numbers 
of Christians apparently ignore present 
duty and future existence. The spir- 
itual edification of God’s people, and 
the warning of careless sinners, are 
duties of small importance to multi- 
tudes. They are at ease in sin, and 
come under the woes of Christ. Pray 
for the needed spiritual awakening in 
your congregation (see Isa, 32:9-11 and 
Luke 22:45, 46). 


Fri., Aug. 23.—Joel 2:12-17. 
A Call to Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Turn ye even 
to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with 
mourning.” Repentance, in the Bible 
sense, seems a rare experience these 
days. It is more than sorrow for sin; 
it is also a definite departure from all 
evil. And this kind of repentance was 
never more needed by saints and sin- 
ners than right now. Our Lord’s final 
messages to His churches call for re- 
pentance of sinning saints, and the Gos- 
pel sets forth the judgment of the great 
day as the alternative of salvation. 
Pray for an awakening work of the 
Spirit in your church and community. 


Sat., Aug. 24.—Amos 5:18-27. 
Justice Required. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let judgment run 
down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream.” The Law of God re- 
quires strict justice in all the relation- 
ships of life. We are answerable to 
God for our treatment of God and men. 
In these days when falsehood, lying, 
fraud, and unfaithfulness prevail, let 
Christians everywhere diligently follow 
that which is good. The increase of 
these evils in these days foretokens the 
coming wrath of God promised in the 
Bible. Pray for the Great Commission 
Prayer League’s efforts to enlist thou- 
sands of prayer associates for God’s 
missionaries, 


Sun., Aug. 25.—Amos 8:4-12. 
Amos’s Warning. 


PRAYER SvucGGeEsTIons: “The Lord 
hath sworn by the excellency of Ja- 
cob, Surely I will never forget any 
of their works.” God ponders -all 
our deeds. Let believers be warned 
that God will pass upon all their 
works in the day when they appear 
at the judgment seat of Christ. Let 
sinners, likewise, be warned. that 
they shall give account to God for 
deeds done in the body. There is 
nothing so sure as that word of God 
in Romans 2:2, 16. Pray for more 
faithful preaching of the coming 
judgment. 




























